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Crop Production
Iowa: Corn: As of November 1, Iowa’s 2009 corn for 
grain yield was forecast at 183.0 bushels per acre, 
down 5 bushels per acre from October 1.  Production 
is forecast at 2.44 billion bushels for the State, up 
nearly 12 percent from last year. As of November 1, 
Iowa producers had harvested just 18 percent of the 
corn, well behind last year and the 5-year average of 
40 percent and 67 percent, respectively. 
 
Soybeans: The November 1 soybean yield forecast of 
51.0 bushels per acre is down 1 bushel per acre from 
the October 1 forecast, but up 4.5 bushels per acre 
from 2008. If realized, soybean production would be 
486 million bushels, up from nearly 450 million 
bushels last year. As of November 1, soybean harvest 
was 54 percent complete, well  behind last year and 
42 percentage points behind the 5-year average of 
96 percent. 
 
United States: Corn production is forecast at 
12.9 billion bushels, down 1 percent from last month 
but 7 percent higher than 2008.  Based on conditions 
as of November 1, yields are expected to average 
162.9 bushels per acre, down 1.3 bushels from 
October but 9.0 bushels above last year.  Despite the 
drop in yield from October, this yield will be the 
highest on record if realized.  Total production will be 
second highest on record, only behind 2007.  Within 
the Corn Belt, forecasted yields in Minnesota and 
Wisconsin increased, while Illinois, Iowa, and 
Michigan yields decreased.     
  
Soybean production is forecast at a record high 
3.32 billion bushels, up 2 percent from the October 
forecast and up 12 percent from last year.  Based on 
November 1 conditions, yields are expected to 
average 43.3 bushels per acre, up 0.9 bushel from last 
month and up 3.6 bushels from 2008.  If realized, this 
will be the highest U.S. yield on record.  Compared 
with last month, yields are forecast higher or 
unchanged in all States except Arkansas, Georgia, 
Iowa, Mississippi, and Texas.  Increases of 3 bushels 
are expected in Delaware, Indiana, Kansas, and 
Maryland.  The largest decrease in yield from the 
October forecast is expected in Mississippi where 
excessive rain during October hindered yield 
expectations.  If realized, the forecasted yield in 
Alabama, Kansas, Kentucky, Nebraska, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania will be a record high and the forecasted 
yield in Georgia, Maryland, and North Carolina will 
tie the previous record high.  Area for harvest in the 
U.S. is forecast at 76.6 million acres, unchanged from 
last month but up 3 percent from 2008.  
 
November 2009 Production Summary - Iowa and United States 
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Harvested Yield/acre Production 






































































































 1 Harvest for grain  2  Yield rounded 
Soybeans, 2008-2009 
District 
Harvested Yield/acre Production 




















































































































Feed & Residual 




Ending Stocks, total 
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Objective Yield Data: Iowa, 2005 - 2009 
Year 










Row Width 2 































 1 Preliminary. 2 Broadcast soybeans, 10.0 inches and less, are excluded from the average row width.  
 
 
Corn for Grain: Number of Ears per Acre 
Selected States, 2005 - 2009 
1
 
State 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 


































































As the 2009 crop year comes to a close, the USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) prepares 
to contact producers nationwide to gather final year-end numbers. In Iowa, there are three major surveys 
taking place in December.  If you are contacted regarding a survey, we hope you will agree to participate.  
Your numbers are important and your participation benefits everyone involved in agriculture. 
 
CAPS – County Agricultural Production Survey 
This survey provides the official USDA year-end county estimates of crop acreage and production as 
well as livestock inventory in counties across Iowa. 
 
December Agricultural Survey – also called the Crops/Stocks Survey  
This survey provides the official USDA data on final crop production and harvested acres of major 
agricultural commodities and on-farm grain stocks. 
 
Hogs and Pigs Survey 
This survey provides information on market hogs and breeding stock inventories as well as farrowing 
intentions. 
 
THANK YOU  
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